January 1, 2026

A letter of concern to the Round Valley Area Municipal Advisory Council (RVAMAC)

I, Michelle Merrifield, a Round Valley community member and an enrolled Tribal member of the Round Valley Indian Reservation in the town of Covelo, CA., am writing a letter of concern for the safety of the valley floor from any wildfires that could be ignited at the roads edge.
I had written an email to the secretary of the RVAMAC a few months ago, in the dry summer months, with a concern for the overgrown grass and vegetation along the roadways and ditches on the valley floor. 
In the past, the hayfields were always managed by the ranchers, and a fire break was plowed at the fence line to a few feet into the hayfield, thus reducing the risk of a wildfire catching the full field on fire.
Fast forward to current date, the fields are not maintained as they used to be. 
I see a fire hazard along the roadways. The grass and vegetation are all unkept and overgrown and the culverts are now plugged up with extra vegetation and has caused extra brush to grow along the roadway and ditches.
I suggested at the last RVAMAC meeting and wanted to collaborate with Caltrans or the local RV Fire Department and the CDF Department to see if we can plan a controlled burning to clear the debris and overgrown grass from the roadway/ditches.
I also suggested I could possibly take this concern to the Round Valley Indian Tribal council and see if there is any grant money to help pay for youth workers in clearing the road ditches and some training on controlled burning and fire prevention.

Thank you.

Michelle Merrifield
Mmerrif707@gmail.com
(707) 621-2004


